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Artists  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 

portraits 


Alvah  Bradish 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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January  22,  19^2 


Mr.  John  D.  Denlson,  lauyev 

111^-1116  Capitol  Theatre  Bldg. 

Dee  Moines }  "torn.  «> 

Dear  Mr.  Benisont 

X  wish  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  January  19  to 
Br.  Varren  "who  ie  ahsent  from  Fort  Wayne  on  his  annual  speaking   • 
itinerary  and  wish  to  state  that  ve  would  be  interested  in  receiving 
full  information  atout  the  picture  of  Abraham  Lincoln  which  you  have 
done  hy  Bradich. 

Tours  very  truly, 


MftGtVH 

M.A.C00& 
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JOHN    D.    DENISON 

STATE     LIBRARIAN 
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February  5$   19^2 


!4Sr.  John  D.  Een&soa 
lovs  State  tlfcrary 

2)©s  Moines,  Iova 

Dear  Mr.  Bsnlson* 

viil  you  please  forward  the  photograph  of  the  Lincoln 
painting  vhich  you  say  you  have  so  that  X  may  attach  It  to  your 
correspondence  to  Dr.  barren  for  his  examination  upon  his  retiwa 
to  fort  "Wayne. 

Vhat  price  are  you  asking  for  this  painting? 

Yours  very  truly, 


mo*m 

M.A.Cook 


OFFICE  OF 
JOHN    D.   DENISON,  LAWYER 

1114-1116  CAPITOL  THEATRE  BLDG. 
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iferch  17,  19^2 


*&»,  John  B,  JteniMcm 

Hlh-lU6  Capitol  Theatre  Bldg. 

Ees  Moines,  Iowa 

%  dear  Mr*  Dexiiaom 

Back  at  my  dosk  I  find  your  letter  written  in  January 
awaiting  my  attention* 

V©  have  done  what  wo  could  to  find  out  something  about 
Ht  painter  ,  Jft?,  Bradiclc,  but  still  have  been  unable  to  find 
very  much  afcout  Its  origin* 

Of  oottrse,  If  it  had  a  definite  history  we  might  fee 
interested  in  it %  however,  we  feel  that  inasmuch  as  it  is  nothing 
more  than  Just  another  painting  possibly  ve  vould  not  care  to 
acquire  it.    You  might,  however,  set  a  price  upon  it  so  that  ve 
may  come  to  some  definite  conclusion  vith  respect  to  it. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWlVJf 


Director 


JOHN    D.    DEN1SON 

STATE    LIERAR1AN 
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March  20,  19*±2 


Me.  Jfchn  D,  Jamison 
Sova  State  Library 
Dee  Jfcines,  Iowa 

£ty  deer  lfce  Denisoni 

I  rather  f ©el  it  would  sot  he  "beet  to  have  the 
painting  shipped  to  us  as  we  ere  not  especially  interested  in  it 
although  we  do  have  a  great  many  faquir  let  for  different  types 
of  pictures  here  and  thought  if  we  did  hare  some  price  which 
you  placed  upon  It  and  it  Si  favorable  there  might  he  a 
possibility  of  our  disposing  of  it  for  you  although  I  do 
not  think  w©  would  he  especially  interested  in  hanging  it  on 
our  wall  here. 

Yery  truly  yours, 


LAViBI 


Director 
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STATE     LIBRARIAN 
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OFFICE  OF 

JOHN    D.   DENISON,   Lawyer 

DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


April  28,  1942 


Hon.  Louis  A.  Warren 

IT  o  rt  Wayne  ,  Indi  an  a 

Care  of  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Dear  Mir,  Warren: 

I  will  "be  obliged  if  you  will  return 
to  me  the  photograph  of  the  Lincoln  Pic- 
ture? also  the  photograph  of  part  of  the 
Bradich  letter. 

Very  truly  yours, 


JDD:ppt 


May  1,  19*»2 


-\ 


Mr.  John  D.  Denison,  Lawyer 
Dee  Moines 4  love 

My  deer  Mr,  Denisom 

Thenk  you  very  much  for  allowing  ua  to  see  the  picture 
and  also  for  your  very  complete  description  of  the  pointing 

In  your  possession.  We  hope  you  will  be  suooesef ul  in  finding 
a  buyer  end  we  will  aleo  be  alert  here  to  any  inquiries  that 
May  cone  vith  respect  to  an  available  painting. 

Very  truly  youra, 


LaWjEB 


Director 
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i 
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3  April  1946 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

The  owner  of  this  Alva  Bradish  painting  of 
Lincoln  is  offered,  to  the  University  of  Michigan  because 
Alva  Bradish  was  the  first  professor  of  Fine  Arts  here. 
The  owner  asks  a  large  sum  for  it  and  when  I  laughed, 
heartily  at  such  a  sum,  he  good  humoredly  said,  "Well, 
pick"  some  third  party  and  I  will  agree  with  his  valuation." 
We  have  no  evidence  that  this  painting  was  done  from 
life. 


Would 

it  is  worth?  We 
matter.   This  i 
for,  but  what  a 
picture  is  signe 
can  testify  that 
those  on  other  s 
the  University, 
letter  by  which 
in  1867. 


you  be  willing  to  tell  us  what  you  think 

would  greatly  appreciate  your  help  in  the 
n't  a  question  of  what  a  dealer  might  sell 
dealer  would  probably  give  for  it.   The 
d  near  Lincoln's  left  shoulder  and  I 

the  words "Ajlrva  Bradish'  are  exactly  like 
pecimens  of  Bradish' s  work,  owned  by 

On  the  back  of  the  painting  is  the 
Bradish  gives  the  picture  to  his  sister 


it 


Sincerely 


RGA/rhs 

Eric. 

Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  -Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


i2.£J^ 


Randolph  G. 


Adams 


DIRECTOR 


University  of  Michigan    Ann  Arbor 


April   5,1946 


Mr.   Randolph  &i   Adams 
i'he   Clements  Library 
Univ.    of  Mich. 
Ann  Arbor,   Mich. 

■Dear  Mr.   Adams: 


I  have  "been  checking  through  our  files  and  find 


inquiries  asking  prices  for  studies  of  about 
same  character  as  the  -^radish  canvass: 


the 


It  would  appear  that  the  artistic  value  of  the 
painting  would  not  being  a  price  above  the  lowest  figures 
noted  above.   A  sentimental  value  such  as  Michigan  would 
have  in  this  instance,  you  would  be  more  "bis  to  appraise* 
I  do  not  know  who  would  want  it  except  for  its  sentimental 
value. 


Dr.  Louis  Warren 


10  April  1946 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  return,  herewith,  the  letter  of  Mr.  John 
Denison,  owner  of  the  Alva  Bradish  portrait  of  Lincoln. 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  summarizing  past 
prices.   This  is  a  great  help  to  me.   I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  principal  value  of  the  painting  is  a 
sentimental  one,  to  the  University  of  Michigan  and 
shall  so  advise  the  interested  parties.   I  am  very 
grateful  for  your  help  in  this  matter. 

Sincerely 


RGA/rhs 


Randolph  G.  Adams 


Dr.  L.  A.  Warren 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


DIRECTOR 


University  of  Michigan    Ann  Arbor 


-  ■  M 
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telephone  conversation  with  Bill  Butz  of  Main  St  Books  revealing  what  we  have  in  our  files 

he  has  the  original  of  the  Bradich  letter  to  his  sister ...it  was  his  understanding  we  had 

the  picture,  I  advised  him  we  do  not  and  told  him  about  the  Michigan  correspondence      10/23/95 

Jim  Eber,  Research  Assistant 
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Town  Talk— by  Stark 

By  GEOKGE  W.  STARK 

A  LVAH  BRADISH,  who  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  dwelled 
•*  *■  in  Detroit,  passing  his  days  placidly  painting  the  portraits  of  distin- 
guished Detroiters  and  Michiganians,  may  have  reduced  to  canvas  the 
features  of  a  great  American — Abraham  Lincoln. 

A  Lincoln  picture  has  lately  come  to  light  in  Detroit  and  among 
art  authorities  has  stirred  a  speculation  that  it  may  have  been  the 
original  work  of  Bradish.  The  picture  is  now  being  restored  in  New 
York.  The  strongest  evidence  to  support  the  theory  that  it  is  the  work 
of  Bradish  is  contained  in  a  note  which  was  attached  to  the  back  of 
the  picture.  It  reads:  "December  22nd,  1867.  Dear  Sister — As  Christ- 
mas this  year  finds  me  in  poorT, —  — ,  ~  ,-.,-,  ,  , 
health  with  very  little  money,  notjda>'s  when  no  Detroiter  had  yet 
wishing  to  forget  you   and  Father,)  risen    to    the    dignity    of   owning    a 

carriage  and  when  the  light-hearted 
manners  of  the  all  -  pervading 
French  gave  life  and  color  to  the 
old  town.  Bradish  painted  the 
pretty,  black-eyed  French  girls  and 
he  painted  their  mothers  and  in 
due  course  he  painted  their  chil- 
dren's  children. 

"The  greatest  men  in  Michigan 
and  in  the  Northwest  sat  before  his 
easel  .  .  .  His  lectures  on  art,  at 
the  University  of  Michigan,  were  a 
feature  of  early  days  there  and 
when  the  lectures  were  discon- 
tinued, a  petition,  signed  by  the 
first  people  in  Detroit  and  the 
State,  asked  that  he  be  restored  to 
the  chair  of  fine  arts." 


I  send  you  my  favorite  painting  of 
President  Lincoln. 
Wishing  you  both 
a     merry     Xmas 
and  a  Happy  New, 
Year  —  A.     Bra-' 
dish."  It's  a  curi- 
ous fact  that  this 
Bradish  spells  his 
name  here  with  a 
"c"  —  Bradich  — 
but    historians 
have      always 
spelled  it  Bradish. 

Not     many     in™ 
Detroit  today  willMfev  A         i     "» 
recognize    the?W/y'(pJi   >      r 


name     of     Alvah 
Bradish.      It     is    Alvah   Bradish 
buried     in     the 

perishing  tradition  of  Old  Detroit, 
along  with  that  of  Douglass  Hough- 
ton, whose  sister  he  married  and  Gen-  Lewls  Cass.  Charles  Larned, 
who  was  mayor  of  Detroit  100  years  Gen.  Hugh  Brady,  Senator  Thomas 
ago.  Let  the  Detroit  News -Tribune  yv.  Palmer,  George  Duffield  and  his 


qpHE  LIST  of  Bradish  portraits 
-"-      would  have  to  include  those  of 


of  Jan.  17,  1897,  acquaint  you  with 


unforgettable  portrait  of  Dr.  Doug- 


his  career. 

"Coming  to  Detroit  as  long  ago  Iass  Houghton,  now  hanging  in  the 
as  passes  the  memory  of  the  oldest  State  Capitol  at  Lansing.  Clyde 
man  or  woman  now  alive,"  the  H  Burroughts,  of  the  Detroit  In- 
article    says,    "Alvah    Bradish    still 


has  his  easel  set  and  is  still  paint- 


stitute   of   Arts,   cites   the   portraits 


ing    portraits.     There    is    a    list    of  of    early   Detroit    Mayors     hanging 
over  500  paintings,  the  work  of  his  ln    the    Clty    Hal1    and    also    calLs 


hand   and    brain   and    appended    to 
it    is    a 


attention   to  the   fact  that   Bradish 


line    of    approbation    from  was    a    deeP    student    of    literature 


L. 


—\®>rxLcUcl\, 


Bradish's  letter. 


Bela  Hubbard.  'It  is  a  notable 
work,'  wrote  Hubbard,  'the  record 
of  a  noble  life.' 

*       *      * 

WHEN  Bradish  came  to  Detroit 
(from  Geneva,  N.  Y.i,  there 
was  only  one  portrait  in  the  town. 
He  brought  letters  of  introduction 
to  the  best  people  and  they  quickly 
opened  their  houses  to  him  and  in- 
vited him  everywhere.  In  the 
cheery,  open  hospitality  of  earlier 
Detroit,  Alvah  Bradish  had  played 
his  important  part.   Those  were  the 


and  wrote  an  excellent  biography 
of  Dr.  Houghton,  whose  career 
was  brief  but  dramatic,  leaving  an 
imprint  on  our  own  times. 

Researchers  also  find  that  Artist 
Bradish  made  a  pilgrimmage  to 
Sleepy  Hollow  and  painted  Wash- 
ington Irving. 

The  artist  died  a  poor  man  in 
190.1,  but  he  left  many  tokens  of 
his  busy  life  behind  him. 


The    Lincoln    portrait    may    con- 
ceivably be  one  of  them. 

ITS  THEIR  BIRTHDAY 

OCT.    13 
Darius   McLean,   1861. 
♦William   H.   Young,   1864. 
Dr.  Herbert  W.  Hewitt,  1S75. 
Malcolm  I.   MacGregor,   1894. 
^Native  Detroiter. 

*       *       * 
TODAY  IN  WORLD  WAR  I 

f\CT.  12,  1917:  Mobilization  of 
*~^  women  for  war  work  goes  on 
apace  in  Detroit,  with  the  emphasis 
on  stenography,  although  many  of 
j  the  younger  set  are  going  in  for 
nursing,  canteen  work  and  ambu- 
lance driving.  Among  the  girls 
who  enrolled  in  a  special  war  work 
class  in  stenography  were  Elizabeth 
Miller,  Elizabeth  Clark,'  Helen 
Scully,  Elise  Ducharnie,  Helen 
Marshall,  Mildred  Melchers,  Sara 
Williard,  Marie  Copland. 
j  *       .      * 

THE  CHIP  BASKET 

A  MONG  our  recent  birthday 
•*■  *-  guests  was  Henry  Schwesinger, 
3790  Columbus  avenue  .  .  .  Born  in 
Drayton  Plains,  Mich.,  81  years  ago, 
he  came  to  Detroit  at  14  to  begin  a 
man's  work  .  .  .  When  he  was  21 
he  built  the  house  at  3819  Bagley 
avenue    (then    Baker    street),    just! 

west  of  West  Grand  Boulevard,  one 
of  the  finest  houses  built  in  that 
section  which  was  then  considered 
"out  in  the  woods"  ...  To  that 
house  he  brought  his  young  bride 
and  they  raised  six  children  .  .  .  His 
daily  work  was  the  tender  care  of 
pianos  and  it  is  said  of  him  that 
he  was  the  very  first  to  put  a  piano 
player  inside  of  a  piano  .  .  .  There 
was  nothing  ever  wrong  about  a 
piano  or  player  that  he  could  not 
fix  ...  He  still  proudly  displays  the 
faded  newspaper  clippings  of  the 
time  which  reported  his  revolving 
Christmas  trees,  lighted  with  tiny 
gas  lamps  of  various  colors,  instead 
of  the  usual  wax  candles  in  general 
use  before  electric  lights  came 
along. 
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